
 
 

44th Annual Healthcare Roundtable 
July 12, 2022 

 
 

9:00 AM – 9:20 AM 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Shelley Duncan, Executive Director at the Kansas Business Group on Health 

 
 
9:20 AM – 10:20 AM 

Healthcare Has Stolen the American Dream: Here’s How to Take it Back 
David Contorno, Founder & CEO of E-Powered Benefits 
 

Learning objectives: 

• Identify what the underlying drivers of healthcare spending are. 

• Understand the misalignment of incentives traditionally found in American healthcare. 

• Identify strategies employers can use to lower costs and improve quality. 

 
10:20 AM– 10:30 AM  

Break 
 
 
10:30 AM– 11:30 AM 

Understanding Hospital Pricing and How it Compares Around the Country 
Gloria Sachdev, President, CEO, and Board Chair of the Employers’ Forum of Indiana 
 
Learning objectives: 

• Understand how hospital pricing varies across the country. 

• Understand how hospital prices compare to Medicare. 

• Understand the financial impact hospital prices have on employers. 

 
11:30 AM – 12:45 PM 
 Lunch 
 
 
12:45 PM – 1:45 PM 

Lowering Costs and Improving Quality Through Direct Contracting 
Cheryl DeMars, President & CEO of The Alliance 
 
Learning objectives: 

• Understand what direct contracting is. 

• Understand the financial and health outcomes on employers of a direct contracting arrangement. 
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• Identify strategies employers can use for engaging in a direct contract with employers. 

 
1:45 PM – 2:45 PM 
 

Addressing the Adaptive Challenges of Healthcare 
Raquel Thiesen, Director of Community Partnerships at the Kansas Leadership Center 
 
Learning objectives: 

• Identify core leadership principles. 

• Understand how these leadership principles can be applied in healthcare. 

• Develop strategies for addressing adaptive challenges in healthcare. 

 
2:45 PM – 3:00 PM 
 

Closing remarks 
 Shelley Duncan, Executive Director at the Kansas Business Group on Health 


